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xylophone	range:

for	Grace	Takeda,	Kate	Arndt,	and	the	rest	of	the	Vera	Quartet

instrumentation:

percussion	performance	notes:

str ing	quartet	+	toy	percussion

milk	tooth

I . 	summer	air

I I . 	strawberry	stains

I I I . 	deciduous

IV.	empty	glass	bottles

duration:	c. 	21 ' 	30"

Viol in	1 	+	egg	shaker,	wrist	bel ls,	castanets

paddle:
should	be	played	between	both	hands	twisting	it	

back	and	forth	to	produce	rhythm	indicated

tambourine:
should	be	placed	with	head	up,	tapped	with	fingers	or	
with	an	additional	xylophone	mal let	when	indicated

Viol in	2		+	egg	shaker,	wrist	bel ls,	paddle,	xylophone

Viola	+	egg	shaker,	maraca,	tambourine	(I I . ),	bel ls	paddle,	tr iangle

Violoncel lo	+	egg	shaker,	tambourine	(IV. )

wrist	bel ls: 	
should	be	worn	on	r ight	wrist,	producing	sound	when	bow	is	moved	quickly	
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circular	bowing	near	bridge	with	left	hand	damping	str ings
should	produce	an	airy	sound
speed	indicated	by	tremolo	(usual ly	16th	notes)

left	hand	harmonic	pressure	on	str ings
bow	bouncing,	creating	a	chopping	sound	
pitches	are	not	indicated,	but	str ings	are	indicated	with	roman	numerals
(appl ies	unti l 	a	change	in	str ings	is	indicated)
fol low	the	contour	and	rhythm	of	the	figure,	going	up	or	down	staying	on	the	indicated		str ings

gl issando	from	harmonic	pressure,	fuzzy	sound,	to	ordinary	natural 	harmonic
sul 	pont.	to	ord.
top	gl issando	note	indicated	is	not	exact;	pitch	should	be	in	the	general 	area,	but
focus	should	be	on	the	sound	qual ity	(wil l 	not	contian	much	pitch	anyway)

left	hand	up	high	on	indicated	str ings,	molto	sul 	pont.	
pitch	not	indicated

as	above,	molto	sul 	pont,	but	r icochet	
should	produce	high	pitched,	scratchy	sound

staccato	32nd	notes	underneath	a	slur	
indicate	r icochet		

for	the	xylophone:	using	other	hand,	mute	indicated	note

for	the	bel ls: 	hold	bel ls	in	hand	when	shaking,	producing	a	muted	effect

played	behind	the	bridge	on	indicated	open	str ing

3/4	flat

3/4	sharp

1/4	sharp

1/4	flat

plus	sign	indicates	left	hand	pizzicato	

str ing	performance	notes
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milk	tooth

noun
plural : 	milk	teeth

1 .	we	suck	summer	air	into	our	lungs.	empty	glass	bottles	on	the	
porch	steps,	orange	lady	bugs	curled	in	windowsil ls,	strawberry
stains	on	our	hands	and	mouths,	our	laughter	so	golden-sweet.
love	looks	l ike	dandel ions	in	bloom	or	the	sweat	sticking	to	our	
shoulder	blades	

2.	say	deciduous.	say	bloodstains	on	our	pi l lowcases	and	scabbed
shins.	say	waking	in	the	dark	to	a	coin	under	the	tongue.	say	soft
l imbs.	say	tug	and	strain	of	growing.	say	growing.	say	molting.	say	
this	pain	wil l 	pass.	

-	from	GROWING 	by	Keaton	St. 	James
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œO# œO Ȯn Œ œb œ Œ
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